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REMARKS 

Claims 23-50 arc pending in this Application. By this Amendment, claims 23 and 38-41 
have been amended, and claims 26, 28, 30, 31 and 46-50 have been canceled. Claim 23 has been 
amended to include the allowable subject matter of dependent claim 30, as indicated by Examiner's 
conditional allowance of claims 30 and 31. Claims 51-56 have been added, wherein claim 51 
includes the allowable subject matter of dependent claim 3 1. Therefore, claims 23-25, 27, 29, 32-45 
and 51-56 are at issue in this Application, 

I. Allowable & Amended Claims 

On page eleven of the Office Action, Examiner indicated that dependent claims 30 and 31 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. Consistent with the Examiner's indication, 
Applicants have amended independent claim 23 to include the allowable subject matter of dependent 
claim 30. Also, Applicants have canceled dependent claim 30 and the intervening claim (claim 26),, 
and amended dependent claims 38-41 to depend from claim 23. Consequently, claims 23-25, 27, 
29, and 32-45 are allowable according to the Examiner's indications, 

Similarly, Applicants have added independent claim 51 which includes all limitations of 
allowable dependent claim 31. Applicants thereby canceled claim 31 and the intervening claim 
(claim 28). Further, Applicants added claims 52-56 which depend from independent claim 5 1 , where 
these dependent claims generally correspond to certain claims depending from amended and 
allowable independent claim 23, Therefore, claims 51-56 do not raise new matter and are in 
condition for allowance. 

II. Obviousness Rejections 

Due to amendment of claims 23 and 38-41, and the cancellation of claims 26, 28, 30, 31 and 
46-50, the Section 103 Obviousness rejections of pending claims 23-25, 27, 29, 32-45, and 51-56 
are rendered moot 



PAGE 12/13 * RCVD AT 5/24/2004 5:31:19 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:312 554 3301 * DURATION (mm-ss):0340 



'MAY, 24. 2004 4:29AM WALN WAGN & ROCKEY MO, 8313 P, 13 



Attorney Docket No. 1867 P 025 
Application No. 10/046,451 
Page 8 



CONCW^QN 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe that claims 23-25, 27, 29, 32-45 and 51-56 are 
in a condition for allowance, and respectfully requests early notice of same. Applicants request that 
the Examiner call the undersigned attorney if the Examiner has any questions concerning this 
Response, or if it will expedite the progress of this Application. 



Respectfully submitted, 






Dated: May 24, 2004 By: / K 

eter M. Siavelis, R6g.No. 51,136 
Wallenstein Wagner & Rockey, Ltd. 
311 South Wacker Drive, 53rd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6630 
phone 312.554.3300 
facsimile 312.554.3301 
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I hereby certify chat this document is being facsimile transmitted to the Pa ten t and Trademark Office, to the attention of Examiner Charles D Gather 
An Unit No. 28SS. to Fax No. 703/872-9306 on May 24, 2004. ' 
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